They did their best and collected a mass of evidence, but could not come to any definite conclusion. They were obliged to say that they could see no clue at all to the cause of leprosy. They reported they found no evidence that the disease was contagious. After a careful investigation they said there was no reason whatever to believe that in India leprosy was spread by contagion from one individual to another. They also examined the question of its hereditary transmission. For this purpose they visited schools, which had been opened for the care of the children of lepers. These children were kept under observation for a very long time with a view to ascertain whether they showed inherit" ance of the disease, and the conclusion at which the Commission arrived was that there was no reason to believe that leprosy was a hereditary disease. In short, they arrived at two negative conclusions, namely, that leprosy did not spread in India by contagion and that it was not perpetuated by inheritance. That was the basis on which we should found our further enquiries.
He was there as a representative and advocate of a theory, which many people might perhaps call one of his crotchets.
He was there to explain and to say that he believed that the true explanation of the cause of leprosy would be found in connection primarily with a fish-diet. He would show how far that general statement must be circumscribed. This was an opinion which he had entertained for the last fifty years, and with that opinion the Commission was well acquainted.
The members of the Commission met him at his house before they came out to India, and they were prepared to examine in India the correctness of his hypothesis, whether the eating of fish conduced to the spread of leprosy. The fish hypothecsis was rejected by the Commission, because they found that leprosy prevailed in very many parts of the country where fish-eating was not prevalent. For instance, they recorded that there was no fish market at Darjeeling at the foot of the Himalayas, and there was no fish-eating there, yet lepers were found there. Again, in some of the leper asylums in India, they were told by a considerable number of lepers that they had never in their lives eaten fish.
The 
